Letter of Justification
Ohio Bursars Association 2026 Spring Conference
To: [Supervisor / Budget Authority Name]
From: [Attendee Name, Title]
Department: [Department Name]
Date: [Insert Date]
Re: Justification to Attend Ohio Bursars Association Spring 2026 Conference
I am requesting approval to attend the Ohio Bursars Association (OBA) 2026 Spring Conference, titled “CyberShield: Data, Detection, and Defense,” scheduled for May 7–8, 2026, at The Ohioan Hotel & Event Center in Lewis Center, Ohio.
This conference is directly aligned with my role and responsibilities and provides critical professional development in areas impacting bursar and student financial operations, including cybersecurity, fraud prevention, financial aid regulation, debt management, payment plans, and data analytics. The sessions are led by respected professionals from the State of Ohio, higher education institutions, and national organizations, and focus on both compliance and operational best practices.
Professional and Institutional Value
Key agenda sessions that directly support our institution’s goals include:
· Best Practices for Payment Plans – Enhances our ability to manage student accounts efficiently, minimize delinquencies, and improve student satisfaction.
· Cyber Security: Ohio Cyber Collaboration – Addresses current cybersecurity threats affecting higher education finance offices and strategies for protecting sensitive student financial data.
· OBBB and the New Financial Aid Rules – Provides timely guidance on compliance with recently enacted financial aid legislation, helping reduce institutional risk.
· AI in Higher Education – Explores the responsible use of AI to increase efficiency and improve financial operations.
· College Comeback/BOLD Compact: Managing Debt Forgiveness Programs – Offers practical insight into administering debt relief initiatives while maintaining fiscal responsibility.
· Data Visualization: Let Your Data Tell a Story – Strengthens data‑driven decision‑making and reporting capabilities.
· OACC & IUC Fraud Prevention Report and Financial Aid Fraud – Focus on detecting and preventing fraud, a growing area of risk for bursar and financial aid offices.
· State of Ohio Update and Washington Update (NACUBO) – Keeps attendees informed of state and federal policy changes affecting higher education finance.
The agenda also includes peer “Birds of a Feather” discussions and a ListServ Live session, providing an opportunity to collaborate with colleagues across Ohio, exchange solutions to shared challenges, and bring back best practices that can be implemented locally.
Return on Investment
Attendance at this conference will:
· Strengthen our compliance with state and federal regulations
· Improve fraud detection and prevention
· Support more effective student account management and collections
· Enhance cybersecurity awareness within our operations
· Provide actionable insights that can be shared with our broader team
I will summarize key takeaways and share relevant materials with colleagues upon my return to ensure the institution benefits fully from this professional development opportunity.
Estimated Costs
	Expense
	Estimated Cost

	Registration
	$[Amount]

	Lodging
	$[Amount]

	Travel
	$[Amount]

	Meals (if applicable)
	$[Amount]

	Total Estimated Cost
	$[Amount]


Conclusion
The Ohio Bursars Association Spring Conference offers targeted, high‑value training that directly supports our institutional priorities around financial stewardship, compliance, and student success. I respectfully request approval to attend.
Please let me know if you need additional details or documentation.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
[Attendee Name]
[Title]
[Department]

